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PROMINENT EARTH SCIENTISTS GATHER
FOR COLORADO COLLEGE SYMPOSIUM

 Event looks at ‘Beyond Climate Change; the Earth in the Anthropocene’
COLORADO SPRINGS, Colo. – April 17, 2019 – The Colorado College Geology Department is hosting a two-day symposium titled “Beyond Climate Change; Earth in the Anthropocene.” Anthropocene is the name proposed for the current geologic time period in which human activity has come to dominate the earth’s geological, ecological and climate systems.

The event, to be held April 30-May 1, includes a keynote lecture, book signing and panel presentations from several of the most prominent scientists in the field. All events will take place in Celeste Theatre in Cornerstone Art Center, 825 N. Cascade Ave., on the Colorado College campus.

University of Washington Professor of Earth and Space Sciences David Montgomery will deliver the keynote address, titled “Soil and the Fate of Civilizations: New Motivation to bring Our Soils Back to Life,” at 7:30 p.m., Tuesday, April 30. His talk will focus on accelerated erosion and soil loss, and on the potential for soil regeneration. A reception and book signing will follow the lecture.
Montgomery is a former MacArthur Foundation fellow and a geomorphologist whose research addresses the evolution of topography and the influence of geomorphological processes on ecological systems and human societies. His published work includes studies of the role of topsoil in human civilization, the evolution and near-obliteration of salmon, the complex relationship between religious and scientific thought concerning earth history, geomorphological processes in the evolution of mountain ranges and the use of digital topography for understanding the landscape.
His numerous publications include both scholarly work on natural and human-induced erosion and tectonic geomorphology as well as a number of general-audience books focused on human-landscape interactions.  His book “King of Fish: The Thousand-Year Run of Salmon” (2003) explored the history of salmon fisheries in Europe, New England, California and the Pacific Northwest, and went on to win the 2004 Washington State Book Award in General Nonfiction. “Dirt: Erosion of Civilizations” (2007) and “The Rocks Don't Lie: A Geologist Investigates Noah's Flood” (2012) also won Washington State Book Awards. His most recent book is “Growing a Revolution: Bringing Our Soil Back to Life” (2017). Montgomery appeared as a geologist in the PBS documentary film, “Making North America” and was featured on NRP’s “On Being” series with Krista Tippett. He is also an accomplished rock guitarist with a Seattle band, appropriately named “Big Dirt.”
A panel presentation titled “What we know, how we know it, and what challenges we face as scientists and citizens,” will be held the following evening, Wednesday, May 1, at 7 p.m. The panelists, two of whom are Leopold Leadership Fellows, will further explore the symposium’s overarching theme, “Beyond Climate Change; Earth in the Anthropocene.” 

Based at Stanford University’s Woods Institute for the Environment, the Leopold Leadership Program was founded in 1998 to help academic scientists translate their research for general audiences and thus communicate scientific information more effectively to journalists, policymakers, business leaders and the public. 
In addition to Montgomery, who also is giving the keynote address, the panelists are:
· Dawn Wright, chief scientist at the Earth Systems Research Institute and affiliated professor of geography and oceanography in the College of Earth, Ocean, and Atmospheric Sciences at Oregon State University. ESRI is the global leader in geospatial analysis and visualization. She will draw upon her experience as an oceanographer and ESRI chief scientist to represent the state of the world oceans and global monitoring/conservations efforts that are the focus of ESRI’s classifications software, the Living Atlas of World, the foremost collection of geographic information from around the globe. A specialist in marine geology and a Leopold Leadership Fellow, Wright has authored and contributed to some of the most definitive literature on marine GIS. 

· Michele Koppes, associate professor of geography and Canada Research Chair in Landscapes of Climate Change, University of British Columbia and a TED Senior fellow. Koppes has long worked on changes in the cryosphere, those portions of Earth’s surface where water is in solid form, including sea ice, lake ice, river ice, snow cover, glaciers, ice caps, ice sheets and frozen ground, and their geomorphic/sedimentological signature in North and South America and Asia. She has developed a strong interest in recent years in the human impacts of these changes. As a panelist, she will address cryosphere change, its potential impacts on water supply in Asia and elsewhere and societal adaptation to these changes. 
· Alan Townsend, provost and professor of environmental science at Colorado College. Townsend is an ecosystem ecologist who studies how ecosystems work, how they are changing and what those changes might mean for society. His nationally prominent research includes work on nutrient cycling and biogeochemistry in tropical forests, and global-scale analyses of human impact on major element cycles. Prior to joining CC, Townsend served as director of the Institute of Arctic and Alpine Research and professor in the Environmental Studies program at the University of Colorado at Boulder. He also is a Leopold Leadership Fellow.
An open discussion session will follow the panelists’ presentations.
The Harold D. and Rhoda N. Roberts Memorial Lecture in the Natural Sciences honors the memory of Harold DeWitt Roberts, Class of 1908 and his wife, the former Rhoda Norton Haynes, also Class of 1908. It is the wish of the Roberts family that the earnings be used to support and enhance the teaching of science at the Colorado College through lectures and classroom visits by distinguished scientists; exhibits, films and other special presentations; and the acquisition of books, equipment and other support materials in science.

The most recent Roberts lecturers have been Thomas Cech, University of Colorado, 2015; Pamela Matson, Sanford University, 2016; Kip Thorn, California Institute of Technology, 2017; and Talithia Williams, Harvey Mudd College, 2018.

About Colorado College
Colorado College is a nationally prominent, four-year liberal arts college that was founded in Colorado Springs in 1874. The college operates on the innovative Block Plan, in which its approximately 2,100 undergraduate students take one class at a time in intensive 3½-week segments. In 2016, Colorado College announced an alliance with the Colorado Springs Fine Arts Center, and the following year the two became the Colorado Springs Fine Arts Center at Colorado College, providing innovative, educational and multidisciplinary arts experiences for the campus and Colorado Springs communities. The college also offers a master of arts in teaching degree. For more information, visit www.coloradocollege.edu
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